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THE SAMDANI ART FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES THE LAUNCH OF THE SAMDANI 
ARTIST-LED INITIATIVES FORUM 

 
SAF will support eleven Bangladeshi art collectives and initiatives  

over the next three years 

The Samdani Art Foundation (SAF) announces the Samdani Artist-Led Initiatives Forum, a new 
program committed to supporting the work of Bangladesh’s independently established and self-
funded art collectives and initiatives. Eleven groups vital to the growth of Bangladesh's creative 
communities will participate in this new Forum, led by Diana Campbell Betancourt, Artistic Director 
of the Samdani Art Foundation, and assisted by Ruxmini Reckvana Q Choudhury, Assistant Curator at 
the Foundation. The Forum launches on April 13, 2017 at the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, and 
will continue for the next three years. Each of the participating initiatives will remain members of 
the Forum and receive support from SAF until the 2020 Dhaka Art Summit.    

The Forum’s members include Akāliko, BACK Art, Charupith, Daagi Art Garage, Gidree Bawlee 
Foundation of Arts, Hill Artists’ Group, Jog Art Space, Jothashilpa, 'Shako' - Women Artist 
Association of Bangladesh, Shoni Mongol Adda, and Uronto Artist Community. 
 
Each of the Forum’s members will participate in two annual meetings. These meetings will be 
structured as open and progressive dialogues between all initiatives and SAF, to discuss individual 
and group goals. Following each meeting, SAF will calibrate programming to support the needs of 
each initiative.  
 
A preliminary Forum meeting will take place on April 13, 2017. During this meeting, each initiative 
will offer a short presentation describing their works in progress to Kathryn Weir, Director of the 
Department of Cultural Development, Centre Pompidou, Paris. Ms. Weir will then present her own 
ongoing research on artist-led initiatives in the Global South. The meeting will provide an 
opportunity for Forum members to learn more about each initiative’s unique practices and 
principles, and will close with an open discussion to collectively steer the Forum’s future, analysing 
how SAF’s programming can best benefit each initiative.  
 
SAF will support the Forum’s members to continue their work within their local art scenes by 
offering mentoring and financial contributions toward the exhibition of their work. They will have 
first access to visiting DAS Research Fellows and participating Samdani Seminar artists, and will 
receive feedback support when applying for residencies and grants. In addition to this, Forum 
members will be given exhibition space and curatorial support at the Dhaka Art Summit (DAS) 2018, 
to present work made by their initiative. They will also receive representation on SAF’s blog, 
website, and in the DAS 2018 catalogue.   
 
The work each of these initiatives undertakes to provide Bangladesh’s next generation of artists with 
opportunities is undisputed, yet many have limited resources, which reduces their marketing 
capacity and prevents them from connecting with a global audience. SAF is committed to supporting 

http://www.centrepompidou.fr/en
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the work of Bangladesh’s contemporary artists, in part by increasing their international exposure. 
The Forum will support these initiatives’ ongoing efforts by helping each to continue to work locally, 
while building their profile internationally through SAF’s network and collaborators. As part of the 
Forum’s commitment toward increasing the international profile of each initiative, SAF will also 
launch The Bangladesh Emerging Art Guide (working title) in fall 2017. Addressing the lack of 
scholarly writing or journalistic coverage on these particular artist-led initiatives in Bangladesh, this 
guide will introduce Bangladesh’s emerging contemporary art scene by highlighting these 
contemporary artists and artist-led initiatives.  
 
With support from SAF and the Goethe-Institut, several Forum members will be given the 
opportunity to visit documenta14 in Athens and Kassel, as well as the Skulptur Projekte Münster, for 
ten days in the month of July. Forum members will be connected with key team members from both 
exhibition venues, who will offer a first-hand look at the behind-the-scenes work needed to produce 
exhibitions of this scale. Forum members may then utilize this invaluable education to grow their 
own initiatives back home in Bangladesh. Further study trips and short residency programmes will 
be organised at a later date, to ensure that members from each initiative are provided with similar 
educational benefits.  

 

About the Samdani Artist-Led Initiatives Forum Members 
 
Akāliko  
An initiative born out of Dhaka’s Electronic Scene (DES), Akāliko was founded in 2012 by artists Khan 
Mohammad Faisal and Vru Patel, and later joined by Shoummo Saha and Jami Farooq. The group 
first aspired to connect Dhaka’s diverse community of bedroom electronic music producers, who at 
that time were working in solitude across the city. Since then, Akāliko has grown into its current 
identity as an independent record label with a DIY approach to sourcing new artists and helping 
other small record labels to grow their own identities. While electronic music is Akāliko's primary 
focus, the initiative also collaborates with non-musicians, including writers, choreographers/dancers, 
communication specialists, and psychologists, to produce workshops, music videos, and sound art 
projects. 
 
BACK Art 
BACK Art was formed by artists Chhobi Zulfiqure, Shubho Saha, and Jewel A. Rob in 2013, and later 
joined by Biplob Biprodas, Uma Mandal, Tanzina Hossen Aarshi, and Anisuzzaman Rubel. Finding it 
difficult to develop projects alone in Dhaka, the group came together primarily as a means of 
combining forces and resources to increase the number of creative projects produced across 
Dhaka’s art scene. BACK Art believes in the transformative power of art, and promotes new 
languages for art within Bangladesh through a variety of programs including exhibitions, workshops, 
and performance art events. The group often serves as an invitational platform for emerging artists 
and rural communities.   
 
Charupith  
Charupith was founded in 1985 by Hironmoy Chanda and Mahbubur Jamal Shamim with the 
ambition of increasing the social impact of art within their local communities. Based in Jessore, a 
district in southwestern Bangladesh, Charupith is deeply involved in social awareness campaigns. 
Addressing the loss of local industries specific to the region—including sola and spongewood craft-
makers and date-palm jaggery production—the group actively runs the Charupith Library, Research 
Centre, and Institute of Fine Arts, where, to date, 15,000 students have graduated for free. The 
institute’s courses include art, dressmaking, architecture, craft, and art history.  
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Daagi Art Garage 
Beginning with a series of experimental warm-ups in 2013, Daagi Art Garage officially formed as a 
collaborative artist collective in 2014. Comprised of seven artists working across artistic disciplines— 
Dhiman Sharkar, Emran Sohel, Rasel Chowdhury, Rupam Roy, Sanad Biswas, Sanjid Mahmud and 
Syed Tareq Rahman—Daagi shares a studio space in the Maghbazar district of Dhaka. In this space, 
members meet, make work, share ideas, analyse and problem-solve, inspire one another, and work 
collaboratively.   
 
Gidree Bawlee Foundation of Arts 
The Gidree Bawlee Foundation of Arts was established in 2001. It is a non-profit multidisciplinary 
organisation which aims to bridge cultural gaps and promote indigenous presence in Bangladesh’s 
cultural landscape. Predominantly working in Bangladesh’s northern Thakurgaon district, the group 
creates space for cultural and artistic exchange between artists and skilled craftspeople through site-
specific, environmentally focused art projects produced in rural communities. Each culminates in a 
collaborative artwork created through lively interactions and the exchange of ideas.   
 
Hill Artists’ Group  
The Chittagong Hill Tracts, comprised of Rangamati, Khagrachari and Bandarban, are part of 
Bangladesh’s Chittagong Division, which shares borders with India and Myanmar. An area rich in 
culture and traditions, the Hill Artists’ Group was established here in 1992. Its aim is to promote the 
region and its people by organising exhibitions, both nationally and internationally, of indigenous 
artists, while assisting the region’s novice artists in developing their practices.    
 
Jog Art Space 
Based in the city of Chittagong, a major coastal seaport city in southeastern Bangladesh, Jog Art 
Space was formed by Zahed Ali Chowdhury, Shaela Sharmin, Zihan Karim, and Syed Md. Shohrab 
Jahan. The space provided a platform for artists to create innovative and experimental work, which 
is not encouraged at the nearby Institute of Fine Arts, Chittagong University. Through mentoring and 
exhibition opportunities, Jog has created a space for the Chittagong’s artists to continue their 
education.   
 
Jothashilpa   
Jhothashilpa is a newly formed art center in the Adabor district of Dhaka city. Finding alignment for 
traditional and contemporary art practices alike, Jhothashilpa encourages participants to view all 
forms of art as equal, and seeks to expand the limiting definitions of traditional art classifications. 
The center encourages artists to work collaboratively to expand their practices, and helps traditional 
practitioners like rickshaw painters—whose work has seen a decline in demand—find new income 
streams to make a sustainable living through their practice. 
 
'Shako' - Women Artist Association of Bangladesh 
Shako was established by a group of women artists over 13 years ago as a social initiative to raise 
funds through the sale of art to help fellow artists, male or female, who were in need of medical 
treatment. Taking social responsibility seriously, the group works closely with organisations across 
Bangladesh that support drug addicts and acid victims by facilitating workshops to teach new skills. 
The group assists recovering women, and helps them find alternative ways to generate a sustainable 
living with the skills they already have. The group does not exclude male artists from their 
exhibitions; they have, until recently, chosen not to take part.   
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
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Shoni Mongol Adda 
Shoni Mongol Adda is an informal discussion group that began meeting every Tuesday (Shonibar) 
and Saturday (Mongolbar) during the summer of 2016, at a small artist-run cafe in the heart of 
Dhaka City. Each session is organised by a core team—who prefers to remain nameless—and begins 
with a presentation from a nominated peer, who discusses his or her ongoing work and ideas, 
covering a diverse range of topics. A supportive space for people from varied professions, the 
group’s members range from artists and writers to cosmologists and police inspectors.   
 
Uronto Artist Community 
Initiated as a pilot project in 2012, Uronto Artist Community was officially formed in 2013 by artist 
Sadya Mizan as a way to use art to document disused or abandoned spaces in rural areas. Each of 
Uronto’s site-specific installations begins as an open call for proposals. Selected participants then 
attend a residential art exchange program at the pre-selected space. Each project spans the duration 
of seven to nine days, and, in that time, the chosen artists are challenged to work with unfamiliar 
mediums, re-animating the abandoned site with the help of the local community. 
 

 
Upcoming Samdani Seminar Programme 
 
 
Wednesday, 26 April 2017 
EMK Centre, MIDAS Centre (9th Floor), House 5, Road (Old) 27, Dhaka-1209 
 

Sean Anderson, Associate Curator in the Department of Architecture and Design at The 
Museum of Modern Art, New York 
 
Sean Anderson will talk about his work with architecture in South Asia and The Museum of 
Modern Art, New York; P.S.1.’s Young Architects Program; and commissioning pavilions with 
young architects. 

 

 

 

2017 Past Samdani Seminars  
 
 
Asim Waqif, Artist 
Strategies for Disruption  
Held Monday, 10 April 2017 from 5.00pm–7.30pm at the Pathshala South Asian Media Institute, 
Dhaka 

 
As an artist, Assim Waqif’s efforts are focused towards manipulating established systems, and 
even bypassing some, for creative pursuits. Aware that systemisation can often be important for 
many members of society—including the many disparate individuals and groups who live in 
symbiosis—Waqif believes that after some time the system becomes so entrenched that it starts 
to stifle innovation and creativity. Within his Seminar, Waqif elaborated on his primary objective 
as an artist, to destabilise such orderliness. 
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Susan Phillipsz, Artist  
Breath In, Breath Out 
Held Monday, 10 April 2017 from 5.00pm–7.30pm at the Pathshala South Asian Media Institute, 
Dhaka 
 

As an artist, Susan Philipsz has explored the psychological and sculptural potential of sound 
through the use of recordings, predominantly with her own voice. Using these recordings to 
create immersive environments within selected architectural structures, Philipsz also chooses 
music—ranging from sixteenth century ballads to Irish folk tunes to David Bowie’s Ziggy 
Stardust—in response to the space in which the work is installed. Philipsz’s selection of songs 
and sounds intensify the audience’s interaction with their surroundings while allowing for 
insightful introspection. For her Seminar, Philipsz further elaborated on her working methods as 
an artist.     

 
 
Tarun Nagesh, Associate Curator, Asian Art, QAGOMA, Australia  
The Asia Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art:  Art and Curating in the Asia Pacific 

 
Held Tuesday, 4 April 2017 from 7.30pm – 9.00pm at Shoni-Mongol Adda, Cafe Hri Li, Battery 
Goli, Segun Bagicha 
 
Dhaka Art Summit 2018 Fellow, Tarun Nagesh, spoke about his experience as part of the Asia 
Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art’s curatorial team.  

 
 
Paweł Althamer and the Neighbours: A Sculptural Congress 

 
Held 20 – 28 February 2017 at the Srihatta - Samdani Art Centre and Sculpture Park, Sylhet and 
Protisruti (the Promise), Drug Rehabilitation Centre, Sylhet, Bangladesh 

 
Polish artist Paweł Althamer, along with members of his community (neighbours) from Bródno, 
Poland travelled to Bangladesh to engage alternative communities in an eight-day-long creative 
and collaborative Sculptural Congress workshop as part of the Samdani Art Foundation's 
continued Seminar programme. Paweł and his neighbours engaged with patients of Protisruti 
(the Promise) drug rehabilitation centre in Sylhet with the aim of bridging understanding across 
social and cultural divides through the power of creativity. Together, they created the communal 
work of art, Rokeya. 

 
 
Sebastian Cichocki, Chief Curator of the Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw and Curator of the 
Sculpture Park in the Warsaw district of Bródno, Poland 
Art in Post-artistic (and Post-democratic) Times 
 

Held Sunday, 19 February 2017, 2.30pm in the Auditorium of the National Art Gallery, 
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, Segun Bagicha, Dhaka 
 
Five local artist-led initiatives gave short presentations in response to guidance and material pre-
provided by Sebastian Cichocki who then held his own lecture, “Art in Post-artistic (and Post-
democratic) Times”, illustrated with dozens of images and some film excerpts.   
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About the Samdani Seminars 
 
The Samdani Seminars are a free lecture and workshop programme that facilitates engagement 
between internationally renowned arts professionals and local communities across Bangladesh 
through participatory artworks, lectures, and workshops. Free and open to all, the Seminar program 
complements the syllabi of Bangladesh’s leading educational institutions by covering the mediums 
and subjects not currently included, accessible to those of all ages, to encourage an inclusive 
dialogue around art. Committed to increasing art engagement in Bangladesh, the program was 
originally intended to maintain SAF’s activities between each edition of the Dhaka Art Summit, but it 
has now expanded to become an integral annual addition to the Foundation’s programming, which 
will extend to the DAS’s Education Pavilion during February 2018.  
 
Curated by the Samdani Art Foundation’s Artistic Director Diana Campbell Betancourt, the 2017/18 
curriculum will explore the use of sound and the act of listening and extend across Bangladesh with 
events hosted in Sylhet and Chittagong.    
 

 
Seminar Partners  
 
Samdani Art Foundation | Goethe-Institut | Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy | Pathshala South Asian 
Media Institute 

 
 
Press Contact   
 
Shayna McClelland (English) 
195 Plymouth Street, 
Brooklyn, New York, NY 11201, USA   
+1 347 744 5991 
shayna@mcclellandco.com 
www.mcclellandco.com 
 

Samdani Art Foundation Contacts   
 
Emma Sumner (English)  
Head of Publications 
Shanta Western Tower,  
186 Gulshan-Tejgaon Link Road, Tejgaon I/A,  
Dhaka 1208, Bangladesh 
emma@samdani.com.bd  
+880 1799988504 
 
Ruxmini Choudhury (English and Bangla) 
Assistant Curator 
Shanta Western Tower,  
186 Gulshan-Tejgaon Link Road, Tejgaon I/A,  
Dhaka 1208, Bangladesh 
ruxmini@samdani.com.bd  
+880 1872-550465 

mailto:shayna@mcclellandco.com
mailto:emma@samdani.com.bd
mailto:ruxmini@samdani.com.bd
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Note to Editors 
 
About the Samdani Art Foundation 
The Samdani Art Foundation (SAF) is a private arts trust based in Dhaka, Bangladesh founded in 2011 
by collector couple Nadia and Rajeeb Samdani to support the work of the country’s contemporary 
artists and architects. Led Artistic Director and Curator Diana Campbell Betancourt, SAF seeks to 
expand the audience engaging with contemporary art across Bangladesh and increase international 
exposure for the country’s artists. Its programmes support Bangladeshi artists in broadening their 
creative horizons through production grants, residencies, education programs, and exhibitions. To 
achieve this, SAF collaborates with the Bangladeshi government through official partnerships with 
the Ministry of Cultural Affairs, People’s Republic of Bangladesh, and the Bangladesh Shilpakala 
Academy.    

 
SAF produces the bi-annual Dhaka Art Summit, a non-commercial research and exhibition platform 
for art and architecture related to South Asia which re-examines how we think about these art forms 
in a regional and wider context. SAF’s collection of modern and contemporary art from South Asian, 
as part of its commitment to increasing international engagement with Bangladeshi and South Asian 
artists work, is lent to institutions and festivals around the globe.  The collection is currently based at 
Golpo, the Samdani Art Foundation’s residence in Gulshan, Dhaka, and is open to the public by 
appointment.  
 
 
Dhaka Art Summit 
An international non-commercial research and exhibition platform for art and architecture related to 
South Asia, the Dhaka Art Summit seeks to re-examine how we think about these art forms in a 
regional and wider context, with a focus on Bangladesh. Founded in 2012 by the Samdani Art 
Foundation in collaboration with the Ministry of Cultural Affairs, People’s Republic of Bangladesh the 
Summit is hosted every two years at the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy.   
 
Rejecting the traditional biennale format, the Summit’s interdisciplinary programme concentrates its 
international reach towards the advancement and promotion of South Asia’s creative communities 
both past and present. Led by Chief Curator Diana Campbell Betancourt, local and international 
guest curators from leading institutions are invited to unlock new areas of inquiry through 
collaborative group exhibitions, experimental writing initiatives, film and talks schedules, all 
supported by an ambitious commissions programme. Other initiatives, including the Samdani Art 
Award for emerging artists and the Samdani Seminars programme—which hosts lectures and 
workshops by international arts professionals—express the Summit’s developmental commitment to 
the local arts community.  
 
Free for all and ticketless, the Summit’s 2016 edition drew 138,000 local and 800 international 
visitors over its four-day duration.  The fourth edition of the Dhaka Art Summit will be held from the 
2 to 10 February 2018, extending its duration to nine days.  
 
 
Kathryn Weir  
Kathryn Weir directs the exhibitions and programs of the Centre Pompidou's interdisciplinary 
cultural development department, whose projects cross contemporary art, film, dance, 
performance, visual culture and contemporary ideas. She is currently preparing the first edition of 
the biennial platform ‘Cosmopolis’ which will open at the Centre Pompidou in October 2017, as well 
as the launch in June 2017 of the new annual event ‘MOVE : performance / dance / moving image’. 
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Her past curatorial projects include ‘Tracey Moffatt: Spirited’ (2014-15), ‘Sublime, Passages to the 
Infinite’ (2014-15), ‘Action, Hong Kong Style’ (2013), ‘Mountains and Waters: Chinese Animation 
since the 1930s’ (2012-13), ‘Sculpture is Everything’ (2012), ‘Lightness & Gravity’ (2012), ‘21st 
Century: Art in the first decade’ (2010-11), ‘Pier Paolo Pasolini: We Are All In Danger’ (2010), ‘The 
Cypress and the Crow: 50 Years of Iranian Animation’ (2009-10), ‘Small acts’ (2009), ‘Modern Ruin’ 
(2008), ‘The Leisure Class’ (2007-08), ‘Hong Kong, Shanghai: Cinema Cities’ (2007), ‘Kiss of the Beast’ 
(2005-6), ‘The Nature Machine: Contemporary Art, Nature and Technology’ (2004-5), ‘Video Hits: Art 
and Music Video’ (2004), and ‘Read My Lips: Jenny Holzer, Barbara Kruger, Cindy Sherman’ (1998). 
She was a member of the curatorium of the 5th, 6th and 7th Asia-Pacific Triennials between 2006 
and 2013. 
 
 
Diana Campbell Betancourt, Artistic Director, Samdani Art Foundation 
Diana Campbell Betancourt (b. 1984, Los Angeles) is currently Artistic Director of Samdani Art 
Foundation and Chief Curator of Dhaka Art Summit, Dhaka, Bangladesh, a major research and 
exhibition platform for art in South Asia. She is currently developing the Foundation’s forthcoming 
Srihatta- Samdani Sculpture Park and Art Centre opening in Sylhet at the end of 2018. In addition, 
Betancourt is Artistic Director of Bellas Artes Projects, Bagac, Philippines and chairs the Mumbai Art 
Room board. She has collaborated with several sculpture parks across the world on commissions of 
Indian sculpture and has curated numerous solo projects with artists such as Haroon Mirza, Simryn 
Gill, Tino Sehgal, Lynda Benglis, Shilpa Gupta, Shahzia Sikander, Naeem Mohaiemen, Runa Islam, 
Shumon Ahmed, Pawel Althamer, Raqs Media Collective, among others. 
 
Betancourt has consulted with the Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago, the New Museum, the 
FRONT Triennial in Cleveland, and Alserkal Avenue in Dubai on their inclusion of South Asia in their 
exhibitions programs and has presented her research as part of MoMA’s C-MAP initiative. She is on 
the editorial board of the Exhibitionist and recently published a book with Mousse in Milan (co-
edited with Katya Garcia Anton and Antonio Cataldo) on the Dhaka Art Summit and its Critical 
Writing Ensembles.  
 
 

Further Information 
 
To keep up to date on all the latest from the Samdani Art Foundation and the Dhaka Art Summit, 
follow @DhakaArtSummit on Twitter, @samdaniartfoundation and @dhakaartsummit on Instagram 
and like us on Facebook.    
 
For further information please visit samdani.com.bd or dhakaartsummit.org 

 
 
 

 
 

 


