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NEWSLETTER  |  SPRING 2018

DHAKA ART SUMMIT SUCCESSFULLY CONCLUDES FOURTH EDITION 
 
 

Produced by the Samdani Art Foundation, the fourth edition of the Dhaka Art Summit
concluded on 10th February, bringing together over 300 artists and 120 speakers and welcomed
record attendance of 317 000 visitors over 9 days All of SAF’s programming is free and
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record attendance of 317,000 visitors over 9 days.  All of SAF s programming is free and
ticketless allowing DAS to welcome a diverse local public and expanding the audience engaging
with contemporary art across Bangladesh and creating international exposure for the country’s
artists and architects. 
 
On site during the opening days of the Summit, Berlin Art Link mingled with the local and
international audience to create a video that has captured the spirit of DAS 2018. Click on the
link below to watch their ?? minute summary of DAS 2018.

                                                                                                                                                        

Watch Berlin Art Link's Dhaka Art Summit 2018 Video

 
DHAKA ART SUMMIT PRESS HIGHLIGHTS 

 

"To go by this thought-provoking fourth

edition, Dhaka Art Summit is confident

doing things its own way."

"...not all art needs to be public to

engage with the work’s context and to

produce generative conversation—the

steady stream of local residents pouring

in to the Summit was evidence of this." 
 

"...DAS challenges colonial cartographies.

It does so by uprooting the notion that

the West has always been the centre of

art and culture, and rerouting avant-

garde experimentation through South

Asia."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xnr1WV1KAxg&feature=youtu.be
https://frieze.com/article/how-see-somewhere-else-4th-dhaka-art-summit
http://artasiapacific.com/Blog/DhakaArtSummitRecapOfHighlights
https://ocula.com/magazine/reports/into-the-blue--dhaka-art-summit-2018/
https://www.ft.com/content/df502fd6-0b2a-11e8-bacb-2958fde95e5e


 
"Now in its fourth edition, the summit

has built a solid reputation as a hub for

contemporary art in south Asia."

"The DAS is playing its role by nurturing

local culture and helping connect

Bangladesh to the rest of the world.

Since its beginnings in 2012 the summit

has grown in stature, becoming the most

unusual "must-see" on the global art

circuit."

"The stable of international artists the

Summit has endorsed through

commissions is truly vast, and the local

arts community has infinitely benefited

from the engagement..."

 
 
"We want to reorient how people think,

to ground ourselves in the past, so we

can think towards a better future." 
Diana Campbell Betancourt, Chief Curator

 
SAVE THE DATE - DHAKA ART SUMMIT 2020 

 
The Dhaka Art Summit will return to the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy for its fifth edition

between the 7 - 15 February 2020 led for the fourth time by Chief Curator Diana Campbell

Betancourt (Artistic Director, Samdani Art Foundation.) 

 

MIZANUR RAHMAN CHOWDHURY WINS SAMDANI ART AWARD 2018

https://www.ft.com/content/df502fd6-0b2a-11e8-bacb-2958fde95e5e
https://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/art-and-design/dhaka-art-summit-2018-the-most-unusual-mustsee-on-the-global-art-circuit-20180207-h0v12a.html
http://www.openthemagazine.com/article/art-culture/dhaka-art-summit-everyman-s-country
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/finding-bearings-uncertain-times-art-180212114909757.html


 
During the Dhaka Art Summit 2018's Opening Dinner on the 2 February, this year's Samdani Art Award

jury, comprised of artists Mona Hatoum, Runa Islam, Sheela Gowda, and Subodh Gupta, and chaired by

Aaron Cezar, Director of the Delfina Foundation, announced Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury as this year's

Award winner.  

 

Chowdhury's practice plays with everyday objects to create unfamiliar situations for everyday objects,

while opening new experimental territories with open-ended possibilities. Pictured above is his

Samdani Art Award winning exhibition commission, The Soul Who Fails to Fly into the Space.  
 
ABOVE IMAGE:  Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury, The Soul Who Fails to Fly into Space (2018). Photo credit, Noor Photoface.   

BELOW IMAGE:  Samdani Art Award 2018 Annoucement at the DHaka Art Summit Opening Dinner.  Pictured, left to right:  Runa Islam,

Sheela Gowda, Subhod Gupta, Mona Hatoum, Maria Balshaw, Diana Campbell Betancourt, Farooq Sobhan, Mizanur Rahman

Chowdhury, Gowher Rizvi, Aaron Cezar, and Nadia Samdani.  Photo credit, Arif. 

SRIHATTA - SAMDANI ART CENTRE AND SCULPTURE PARK

https://www.samdani.com.bd/samdani-art-award/


ABOVE IMAGE:  Rendering of Srihatta, courtesy of URBANA.   
 
The Samdani Art Foundation's first permanent art space, Srihatta—Samdani Art Centre and Sculpture

Park, will open to the public in late December 2018.  Designed by Bangladeshi architect Kashef

Mahboob Chowdhury and located in the rural tea district of Sylhet, Srihatta will be devoted to outdoor

public sculpture, and punctuated by multiple exhibition pavilions and a residency complex. More than

just a private art museum, Srihatta aspires to cultivate a new community of art lovers in the region. 

 

We have already been welcoming artists to Srihatta for initial research visits and to begin constructing

their work in the grounds of the Sculpture Park.

 
MONICA SOSNOWSKA  

 

 
 

Continuing our initial collaboration with

Bródno Sculpture Park into 2017, Polish

artist Monika Sosnowska has visited

Bangladesh to conduct initial research for

her monumental concrete river that will

lki th th h S ih tt '

 
ASIM WAQIF 

 

 
Having already planted the bamboo saplings

in 2017 for what will become the living

sculpture Bamsera Bamsi (meaning Bengali

flute in Bangla), Delhi based artist Asim

Waqif has returned to Sylhet to continue

l ti th b b f t th t ill it

https://www.samdani.com.bd/srihatta/


serve as a walking path through Srihatta's

landscape. Once completed, the work will

tie back to the natural terrain of

Bangladesh, which has over 700 rivers (and is

officially the country with the most rivers

within its borders). 

sculpting the bamboo forest that will, as it

matures over time, become a natural wind

instrument, reminiscent of a flute. Planted

as part of a long-term collaboration with the

Bangladesh Forest Research Institute in

Chittagong, Bamsera Bamsi will take nearly

two years before it will be audible, and five

years to be fully mature, emitting sound

when the wind blows through it.

 
 

HAROON MIRZA
 

 
Ahead of his forthcoming commission,

Haroon Mirza recently conducted an initial

site visit to Srihatta along with Maria

Balshaw, Director, Tate; Frances Morris,

Artistic Director, Tate Modern; Glenn Lowry,

Director, Museum of Modern Art, New York;

Simon Castets, Director, Swiss Institute; and

Srihatta's architect, Kashef Chowdhury. Now

familiar with Srihatta's landscape, Mirza will

soon begin work on an artistic intervention

which will interact with Chowdhury's

architectural vision for Srihatta. 

 
 

RASHEED AAREEN
 

 
 

Following its debut at the Dhaka Art Summit

2018, Rasheed Araeen’s towering bamboo

sculpture, Rite/Right of Passage (2016-

2018), will travel to Srihatta on long term

loan from the artist.  Utilising the familiar

form of bamboo scaffolding as well as that

of temporary bamboo pavilions used across

South Asia for ritual and ceremonial

purposes, the work destabilises the

imperialist idiom of minimalism to create a

sculptural passage through a space of bright

red improvised geometry. 

SAMDANI ART FOUNDATION COLLECTION

PROMISED GIFT OF RASHID
CHOUDHURY TAPESTRY TO THE
METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART,
NEW YORK
   
The Samdani Art Foundation is pleased to

announce the promised gift of Rashid



p g

Choudhury's Untitled (1981) tapestry, from

our collection, to The Metropolitan Museum

of Art, New York.  
 
This donation will be the Met's first

acquisition of a work by a Bangladeshi

modern artist.   The Foundation has

previously worked with Shanay Jhaveri,

Assistant Curator of South Asian Art at the

Met, who was a Guest Curator during the

Dhaka Art Summit 2016 and who is

contextualising the work within the Met's

international collection of modern and

contemporary art, paired with a loan of two

other tapestries from SAF's collection.  

 
Learn more about our collection >>

 
IMAGE:  Detail of Rashid Choudhury's Untitled (1981). 

Image courtesy of the Samdani Art Foundation.   
 

SAMDANI ART FOUNDATION AROUND THE WORLD

A BEAST, A GOD, AND A LINE
 
Para-Site, Hong Kong
17 March - 20 May 2018 
 
Opening Reception and Talks 
16 March 2018, 18:30 - 21:00
 
Following its debut at the Dhaka Art Summit

2018, A beast, a god, and a line, curated by

DAS 2018 Guest Curator, Cosmin Costinas,

will open its second iteration at Para Site,

Hong Kong.  

 

Developed through a partnership with Para

Site, the Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw

and the Samdani Art Foundation, this

expansive travelling exhibition, woven

through the connections and circulations of

ideas and forms across a geography

commonly called Asia-Pacific, will later

travel to TS1 Yangon, Myanmar (opening 3

June 2018), and the Museum of Modern Art

in Warsaw (opening 13 July 2018).   
 
Learn more >> 
 

https://www.samdani.com.bd/our-collection/
http://www.e-flux.com/announcements/174454/a-beast-a-god-and-a-line/


IMAGE:  Installation image, A beast, a god, and a

line, at the Dhaka Art Summit 2018.  Image courtesy

of the Dhaka Art Summit 2018. Photo credit, Noor

Photoface.

ART BASEL HONG KONG 
 
ARTWORLD TALK | THE ART OF THE

COMMISSION: FUNDING CULTURAL

PRODUCTION

 
28 March 2018 

12:00 - 13:30, Hong Kong Convention and

Exhibition Centre

     
During Art Basel Hong Kong 2018, Samdani

Art Foundation Co-Founder and President,

Nadia Samdani, has been invited to

contribute her experience supporting artists

and curators in their work to one of this

year's Artworld Talks that will explore the

various frameworks organisations have

adopted and developed in order to provide

the necessary resources to enable artistic

and curatorial production.

 
Learn more >>

 
IMAGE:  Nadia Samdani's Opening Speech during

the Dhaka Art Summit 2018 Opening Ceremony. 

Image courtesy of the Dhaka Art Summit 2018. Photo

credit, Noor Photoface.

THE FABRIC OF FELICITY  
 
Garage Museum of Contemporary
Art, Moscow 
11 September 2018 - 27 January 2019  
 
Kamaruzzaman Shahdin's work Haven is

Elsewhere (2017-2018), commissioned by the

Samdani Art Foundation as part of Diana

Campbell Betancourt's Bearing Points for the

Dhaka Art Summit 2018, will travel to the

Garage Museum  of Contemporary Art,

Moscow, later this year as part of their

upcoming exhibition The Fabric of Felicity. 

Exploring the artistic use of clothes outside

the context of fashion, the exhibition

focuses on the importance and the

possibilities of working with clothing in a

https://www.artbasel.com/events/detail/6697/Artworld-Talk-The-Art-of-the-Commission-Funding-Cultural-Production


playful, subversive, or critical context,

particularly in how fabric constitutes

a «border» between the body and the

physical world. 
Learn more >> 
 
IMAGE:  Installation image, Bearing Point 5:

Residence Time at the Dhaka Art Summit 2018 with

works by Anoka Faruqee and Kamruzzaman Shadhin.

Image courtesy of the Dhaka Art Summit 2018. Photo

credit, Pablo Bartholomew.

For further information, please visit: 
 

samdani.com.bd
 
 

 
 

Contact Us: 
 

info@samdani.com.bd
 

Tel: +8802 8878784-7
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